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Helpful Information

Kia ora and welcome to Te Rōhutu Whio!
Ko Kate Morgan tōku ingoa. My name is Kate Morgan. I am
delighted to welcome you to Te Rōhutu Whio. I am both honoured
and excited to be the Foundation Kaihautū Principal. The
opportunity to establish this ātaahua learning village complete with
reorua bilingual, hangarau technology and English-medium hubs is
a dream come true. I am passionate about tamariki developing
aroha for learning and growing.
I have been involved in education for over 20 years, with experience
working with babies right up to high school students. I was born
and bred in Ōtautahi and met my husband at the Christchurch
College of Education.
As a parent, I fully appreciate the importance of the school
experience in shaping the lives of our children, and the vital role that school plays in your
child’s academic, physical, social, and emotional development. Through having four of my
own (three boys and one girl) with different learning needs and personalities, I understand
that a truly personalised approach works best.
We have been gifted the whakataukī ‘Aroha ki te tangata, aroha ki te reo, aroha ki te whenua’
- ‘love to the people, love to the language, love to the land’.
Having positive relationships with you, our whānau, is integral to all that we do. We want to
engage our learners, spark their passions, provide exciting opportunities and most of all give
them aroha for learning right through life. Our tamariki are encouraged to be curious, learn
from their mistakes, try new things and have a go. We want them to have a strong sense of
identity, set goals, and develop confidence. Our role is to help every child reach their
potential and develop their passions.
We all remember things about our best teachers and so we appoint exceptionally talented
staff who love children. We are very purposeful in how we use our amazing state of the art
facilities including our technology hub to give tamariki extra opportunities. Your tamariki will
have the opportunity to learn our native New Zealand language, te reo Māori. Learning more
than one language improves memory, problem-solving and critical-thinking skills, it enhances
concentration, the ability to multitask and promotes better listening skills!
We look forward to you joining us on this journey as we grow our Te Rōhutu Whio learning
village.
This is certainly an exciting time for all involved. If you would like any further information,
please do not hesitate to contact me, or alternatively I would be very happy to have a chat,
cuppa and show you around our fantastic school.
Kate Morgan
Kaihautū Principal, Te Rōhutu Whio
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Kia ora, Kia orana, Talofa, Malo e le lei, Bula vinaka, Kamusta,
Namaste, 你好 , こんにちは。, 안녕하세요, Mabuhay, Welcome
Our kaihautū leaders are excited to meet and learn alongside our Te
Rōhutu Whio whānau. Bringing a range of strengths and passions to
the team, Kate, Cindy, Sammy, and Cara collaborate closely to weave
the three branches of our kura school together: auraki english, reorua
bilingual and hāngarau technology, to build a connected and inclusive
community.
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Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi. Engari, he toa takitini.
Success is not the work of one, but the work of many.

Tō Tātou Ingoa Our Name
Te Rōhutu Whio The Whistling Rōhutu.
This name has been gifted to us by Te Taumutu Rūnanga.
The rōhutu tree is a member of
t h e M y r t l e f a m i l y.
It is
identifiable by its small heartshaped leaves. It has small white
flowers and red/black berries,
providing nectar for the native
birdlife and a food source for
people.

Rōhutu were a familiar sight on the Canterbury Plains and Banks
Peninsula. The rōhutu was a much-prized source for making
spinning tops. The rōhutu spinning tops were unique in that they
were known for producing humming or whistling sounds. Whio
means whistle in Te Reo Māori.
Humming tops were called pōtaka tākiri. Chants and singing often
accompanied pōtaka tākiri. The various types of tops were part of the
traditional whare tapere entertainment activities alongside others like
games, storytelling, dancing, singing, sports, kapa haka, mau rākau,
theatre and other traditional art forms.
Te Rōhutu Whio recognises the early tradition of the humming tops
and the distinctive whistling the rōhutu tops emitted. More
importantly it also recognises the whare tapere, the place of learning,
testing and honing skills and embedding traditions. Through the
whare tapere, the generations were taught the values and stories of
the community.

Our Logos
Our logo represents who we are. On the two-toned logo, the
colours represent the berries of the rōhutu tree and the teal of Te
Taumutu Rūnanga. The rainbow logo represents our commitment
to diversity.

Te Rōhutu Whio is lucky to have three branches: auraki english, reorua
bilingual and hāngarau technology. These are seamlessly woven throughout
our kura and are represented through the three koru in the heart. This aroha
heart reflects the whakataukī gifted to us as our vision statement from Te
Taumutu -

‘Aroha ki te tangata, Aroha ki te whenua, Aroha ki te reo’
‘Love for the people, Love for the land, Love for the language’
The rōhutu tree with heart shaped leaves, white flowers and berries,
provides nectar for native birdlife and a food source for people. The tūī,
known for its melodious sounds, feeds on the rōhutu. The five koru on the
tūī represent our values: whanaungatanga, manaakitanga, kaitiakitanga,
kotahitanga and rangatiratanga. The sixth overarching koru represents
aroha, seen, heard, and felt in our kura.
The koru with circular lines illustrates the pōtaka tākiri spinning top made
from the rōhutu and the importance of ako learning through play, passions,
and fun. The feathers of the wings are un-ending, showing that ako learning
is unlimited and for everyone.
At Te Rōhutu Whio, we welcome and acknowledge the voices of our
diverse whānau. Our ākonga voice collected from early learning centres
and prospective tamariki spoke of the passion for rainbows and unicorns.
We affirm the cultural, gender, and sexual diversity of every student. Our
logos will be visible in the physical ako environment.

Our Values
Whanaungatanga
Being and feeling part
of a big family

Manaakitanga
Looking after
ourselves and others,

Rangatiratanga
Leaders care and show
us what to do

Kotahitanga

Kaitiakitanga

Working together for
the same reason

Caring for things and
people

Ako Learning at Te Rōhutu Whio
At Te Rōhutu Whio, learning is co-constructed with ākonga learners. It is
inquiry-based and pursued through authentic contexts. We understand that
learning is no longer simply the memorisation of concepts and curriculum, but
an active process whereby ākonga participate fully to gain transferable skills.

Auraki English-Medium Hub
Our Auraki English-Medium hub
welcomes tamariki children from New
Entrant-Y8. Learning spaces are multilevel so that students will stay with the
same learning community for at least 2
years to allow them to grow
relationships with others.

Reorua Bilingual Hub
Our Reorua Bilingual hub welcomes
tamariki children from New Entrant-Y8.
Ākonga will learn in both Te Reo Māori
and in English. The criteria for
acceptance into the Reorua Bilingual
hub is on our website and has been
approved by the Ministry of Education.

Hangarau Technology Hub
We are fortunate to have a purpose-built
facility for teaching Technology (problem
solving through design). As well as
integrating a technology focus across the
kura, we will also be delivering Year 7-8
Technology education to whānau schools
from our area.

Enrolment
Our school has an enrolment zone. If you live within this zone your children
are entitled to attend Te Rōhutu Whio, assuming you meet other
requirements to attend a New Zealand state school. Refer to our school
website for information about our zone and then complete the online preenrolment form. Once you have completed this process, we will then be in
touch to invite you in to meet us and for us to get to know you and your
whānau better.
The criteria for enrolling in our Reorua Bilingual Hub is available on our
website.

New Entrant Cohort Entry

Transition to School

At Te Rōhutu Whio, we have
cohort entry for our new entrant
enrolments. This means that
tamariki will start school on pre-set
dates rather than on their 5th
birthday. Cohort entry allows
tamariki and whānau to build
relationships during school visits
with others in their class and
cohort before they start.
Cohort entry dates are set by the
Ministry of Education. Tamariki will
start school on the entry date that
falls on or after their 5th birthday.
If tamariki are starting more than 3
months after their 5th birthday, or
they are already enrolled in
another school, then cohort entry
does not apply. Cohort entry dates
are on our website.

All tamariki starting at Te Rōhutu
Whio will be invited to attend
transition visits. These will involve
up to 3 visits to their learning hub.
Cohort entry groups will have set
days for their visits so that they
can begin to build relationships.
For other ākonga learners,
transition dates will be organised
with kaiako teachers.
Transitions are an important part
of feeling connected and
welcomed into Te Rōhutu Whio,
so we encourage all whānau to
take up this opportunity.

Hauora Wellbeing
Whanaungatanga Relationships
With aroha at our heart, relationships with tamariki and whānau are our
priority. Ākonga learners have a whānau teacher who is the first point of
contact about learning and hauora.
We begin and end the day with whānau time. Whānau time is about
establishing whanaungatanga positive relationships through shared
experiences and developing a sense of belonging.
Each morning, we have mihi. This is a time when tamariki gather in their
whānau or hub groups to have a morning hui meeting. We share karakia,
waiata and set up for the day. At the end of every day, we have afternoon
whānau time from 2:15pm. We share and celebrate our ako learning, play
games, sing waiata, karakia, and end the day in a positive way.
Whānau are warmly invited to join us for whānau time to hear student
reflections and sharing of learning and join in with the fun.

Ngā Pārongo Āwhina
Helpful Information
Communication with Kaiako
Kaiako teachers will be available in learning spaces from 8.10am - 8.25am
every morning and from 2.30 - 2.45pm every afternoon.
Whānau are welcome to come and chat with us at
this time, or to arrange another time to meet.
Kaiako can be contacted via email if you are not
able to come in to the learning hubs. Kaiako email
addresses follow this format - firstname + first
initial of surname@terohutuwhio.school.nz (eg.
katem@terohutuwhio.school.nz).

Pānui News

Communicating Learning

Announcements and notices are
sent via the Hero app.

Information about your child’s
learning will be communicated to
you regularly through a variety of
ways. We use the Hero app for
formal school reporting around
progress and we share your child’s
day to day learning and
achievements through the Seesaw
app. Both of these apps are
available as free downloads for
phones and tablets, and through
web versions in your browser.
Login information will be shared
with whānau once tamariki have
joined our kura.

 


We also regularly share news,
successes, and stories via our Te
Rōhutu Whio Facebook page, and
publish updates and learning
celebrations via our newsletters.

A Day at Te Rōhutu Whio
Tamariki are welcome in the
learning spaces from 8.10am
every morning. When they arrive
for the day, they will prepare
themselves for learning and then
can enjoy learning and
collaborative activities in the
classroom space.
Kaiako will be in the spaces to
welcome ākonga and their
whānau, and to support the
transition from home to school.

Wātaka Timetable
8.30 am

Whānau hui

Ako Learning
10.40 am Tākaro me te Kai
Play and Eat
Ako Learning
12.20 pm Tākaro me te Kai
Play and Eat
Ako Learning
2.15 pm

Whānau hui

2.30 pm

Whakakapi
End of day

Uniform

We have a school uniform at Te
Rōhutu Whio. The majority of the
uniform can be purchased through
Mainland Uniforms. Navy shorts,
pants, skorts or skirts can be
bought from anywhere you
choose.
We believe that it is important for
tamariki to be themselves. They
are able to express themselves
through their socks by choosing
their favourite designs, animals
and colours.
Shoes should be appropriate for
physical activities as tamariki will
be active in various ways
throughout the day. Shoes will not
be worn in the classrooms (except
in the Technology Hub) - slippers
are welcome.

Stationery

Digital Technology
Learning at Te Rōhutu Whio is
enhanced by the purposeful
integration of digital technologies.

Our stationery requirement lists
are available on OfficeMax at
myschool.co.nz.
Ordering online is an easy way for
you to purchase your child’s
stationery. Simply search for our
school, select the class list for your
tamariki and follow the instructions
on the website. Buying through
OfficeMax MySchool also earns
Rewards for our school which we
can redeem for much needed
educational supplies, equipment
for our classrooms or for students
in need.

Before/After School Care
Before and After School care is
available on site and is being
provided by Busy Bumbles. Visit
their website
www.busybumbles.co.nz for more
information.

Our tamariki are welcome to
BYOD (Bring Your Own Device)
from year 4 - this is optional.
Learning spaces have iPads
available for tamariki who choose
not to bring their own device.
The preferred device for tamariki
to bring and use is an iPad. iPads
promote creativity and enable
collaboration and shared learning.
We are committed to keeping our
ākonga learners safe online.
Digital citizenship is actively
taught and ākonga are reminded
of their responsibilities when
interacting online.
All tamariki also need to read and
discuss our eLearning Responsible
User Agreement at home before
signing and returning it to school.
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